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CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 089 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS : PFOR. BA 

SUBJECT : AMIR OF BAHRAIN TO VISIT FRANCE 

1 . AMIR OF BAHRAIN TELLS ME THAT HE HAS ACCEPTED INVITATION 
TO MAKE OFFICIAL VISIT TO FRANCE IN MARCH. 

2. AMIR EVIDENCED CONSIDERALBE REAL OR FEIGNED LACK OF 
PERSONAL ENTHUSIASM ABOUT THE INVITATION. HE IS UNIQUE 
AMONG GULF RULERS IN AVOIDING OFFICIAL TRAVEL WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE AND OFTEN PRIVATELY QUITE CRITICAL OF HIS LOWER GULF 
COLLEAGUES FOR THEIR TENDENCY TO JOURNEY ABROAD FREQUENTLY 
RATHER THAN MINDING THE STORE AT HOME. HENCE, HE MAY BE 
SINCERE IN CONSIDERING AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO FRANCE, WHICH HE 
PRIVATELY DESCRIBED AS "A FAR AWAY LAND WITH WHICH WE HAVE 
LITTLE REAL SIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIP ", AS A BURDEN OF OFFICE. 

3. COMMENT: SHOULD THE AMIR, WHO VISITED THE U.S. "SEMI- 
OFFICIALLY" IN 1968 BEFORE BAHRAIN'S FULL INDEPENDENCE, EVER 
BE INVITED TO MAKE AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO WASHINGTON. I AM SURE 
HIS REACTION WOULD BE NOTABLY MORE ENTHUSIASTIC. 

THE FRENCH INVITATION, COMING ON TOP OF THE CALLAGHAN AND 
DUKE OF KENT VISITS HERE, OF COURSE INTENSIFIES THE NEED TO 
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THE NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE. WE EXPECT THE BAHRAINIS TO 
CONTINUE TO BE BOTH POLITE ABOUT THE ABSENCE OF AN 
INVITATION AND SHY ABOUT HINTING FOR ONE. WE WOULD LIKE TO 
REITERATE, HOWEVER, OUR RECOMMENDATION IN OUR 1975 POLICY 
ASSESSMENT: "THAT WE CAN PROBABLY FEND OFF THE NEED TO 
INVITE THE AMIR TO WASHINGTON THROUGH 1976 SINCE PRIOR 
VISITS BY THE AMIR OF KUWAIT AND EVEN THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UAE WOULD BE EXPLICABLE: BY 1977, HOWEVER, AND 
CERTAINLY BEFORE THE AMIR OF QATAR VISITS WASHINGTON 
OFFICIALLY, WE WILL OWE THE AMIR OF BAHRAIN AN OFFICIAL 
INVITATION". END COMMENT. 

TWINAM 
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